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Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, gave an update on 
“SafeTrack”; three US Senate candidates appeared in a 
forum at the end of October; tour guide Carol Bessette 
lectured on Pres. James Buchanan; Dr. Anthony Fauci 
discussed emerging infectious diseases; a docent from 
the Freer and Sackler Galleries presented a program on 
the collections’ art and even included a few treasures; 
and, retired political scientist Michael Mezey spoke 
on the origins and workings of the Electoral College.

Authors who appeared at the Center during the year 
included: 

• Anne Barton • Cheryl Douglass
• Don Connolly • Ann Hisle
• Cynthia Darling • David O. Stewart

FOR THE KIDS
The Village Center continued to offer a variety of pro-
grams throughout the year featuring art, music, movies, 

and entertainment, designed especially for children. 
Among the highlights was our annual week-long sum-
mer art camp. We also offered musical kid-friendly 
concerts from artists such as Marsha Goodman Wood 
and W. James Taylor. Each week, toddlers and their 
parents and caregivers were invited to play with a 
variety of toys during Village Playtime. Children and 
adults alike enjoyed family-friendly movies such as 
“Minions,” “The Good Dinosaur,” and “Finding Dory.”
In the fall, area children dressed up for our Halloween 
Party, featuring a Peanuts classic, a Halloween-themed 
bingo, and arts, crafts and pizza.

CONCERTS
Our concerts fea-
tured some of the 
finest local and 
national musical 
performers, from 
young teen artists 
to veterans of the 
entertainment 
scene. During the 
winter months, 
Ru s s i an -bo rn 
Vladimir Fridman offered music from his homeland 
and around the world, while Eric Byrd provided hot jazz 
on a cold winter night. Jody Marshall and Ellen James 
brought the serene sounds of two harps to the Village 
Center, while String of Pearls provided classical music. 
Spring welcomed Vivace, the Friday Morning Music 
Club, the recorder sounds of Kokopelli, an electrifying 
piano recital by Guity Adjoodani, as well as storytelling 

by Anne Sheldon, Jane Dorfman 
and Ellouise Schoettler. A rousing 
performance of “Oklahoma” by 
Mini-Musicals on the Move and the 
breathtakingly beautiful choreogra-
phy of the Kinor Dancers rounded 
out our spring concerts.
    The summer offered outdoor per-
formances by The Sapphires, Tango 
Reo, Machaya Klezmer, Opera in 
the Park, the Pam Parker Trio, the 
Robert Redd Trio, Marsha and the 
Positrons, IONA, Music Pilgrim 
Trio, Bill Thomas, Steve Williams 
and the Dixie Stompers, Mariachis 
de Los Compadres and Vocal Ex-We enjoyed a day at the races at Laurel Park racetrack in October.

We took a springtime trip to Charleston and Savannah.

The Frank Cassel duo performed in 
December.
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the flu shots when 
the Center was 
closed. In Octo-
ber, the Center 
hosted Nation-
al Prescription 
Drug Take-Back 
Day when resi-
dents could drop 
off expired or 
unwanted med-
ication for safe 
disposal by the 
County police 
and DEA.

COMMUNITY 
EVENTS
The Village Cen-
ter turned thirty 
in April and we 
celebrated with barbeque and bluegrass. Fall Festival 
returned to the Center in October and featured food 
and music from Argentina. Our other special com-
munity events — July 4th and New Year’s Day Open 
House—were festive and provided an opportunity to 
recognize volunteers who have given their time to 
activities at the Center.

ART EXHIBITIONS
Through the efforts of Millie Shott, our curator, Friend-
ship Gallery features monthly art exhibits. “A Holiday 
Affair,” the annual artisan craft fair, took place in No- 
vember.

THANK YOU
Many volunteers contribute countless hours to assist 
with programs at the Center. Our special thanks to 
the Village Council, our committees (including the 
Program Advisory Committee, whose valuable input 
is always appreciated), volunteers and staff for their 
dedicated efforts throughout the year. In addition, 
many of our programs moved to other buildings in 
the Village during the Center’s renovation. Because 
of the generosity of Brighton Gardens, Courtyard by 
Marriott, The Willoughby, 4701 Willard, The Elizabeth, 
and, 4620 North Park, most of our programs continued 
through the summer and early fall without interruption. 
It takes a village!

press. When the Center reopened after renovations, 
Susan Jones and String of Pearls presented a classical 
performance in honor of Hilda Seibel, a local musician 
who performed a number of concerts at the Village 
Center prior to her death earlier in 2016. Concerts in 
Hilda’s honor will continue thanks to the generosity 
of her family and friends. Our autumn concerts con-
tinued with performances by Tom Lagano, Bill Wright 
and Haskell Small, Jim Vandelly, Susan Jones, Thomas 
Pandolfi, Frank Cassel, Logan Circle, Annie and Mac, 
and the Friday Morning Music Club. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Health issues have always been important at the 
Center. A very successful program in the spring was 
a “low vision town hall.” It was held on a Saturday 
and featured a panel of specialists. The program was 
presented in partnership with Sibley Senior Association 
and the Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan 
Washington. Free glaucoma screenings were held on a 

Saturday in January. On 
the first of each month, 
a recorded message 
listing the Center’s pro-
grams and activities is 
put on the main phone 
so that residents who 
have difficulty reading 
our fliers and newslet-
ters can keep up to date. 
  Another interesting 
program was held in 
November in partner-
ship with the Jewish 
Social Service Agency 
(JSSA). The topic was 
difficult end-of-life de-
cisions and discussions 

and included a screening of “Being Mortal” and a 
panel of hospice experts. Pneumonia and flu shots 
were administered by the Visiting Nurse Association 
in September. Suburban Hospital continued to provide 
weekly blood pressure checks and nurse consultations, 
as well as monthly health lectures. AARP Safe Driving 
workshops were offered in the spring and fall and were 
filled, as always. The speech, caregivers and vision sup-
port groups continue to be successful. This year Brighton 
Gardens became the sponsor of the caregivers support 
group. They also housed the weekly nurse’s visit and  

Author Anne Barton discussed 
her book, “One Wild Winter’s 
Eve,” at the Center.

The Montgomery Art Association was 
featured in the June art show.
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2016 Annual Report and FY2018 Proposed Budget

The Council Report
The Friendship Heights Village Council

4433 South Park Avenue

Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815

www.friendshipheightsmd.gov

Notice of Public Hearings
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 66-2 of the 
Montgomery County Code (1984 Edition), notice 
is hereby given that the Friendship Heights Village 
Council will conduct public hearings on Monday, 
February 13, 2017, and Monday, March 13, 2017, 
at 7:45 p.m. in the Village Center, 4433 South Park 
Ave., Chevy Chase, MD 20815, in connection with 
the proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2018, based on 
a proposed tax rate of 4¢/$100 assessed property 
value. The final tax rate will be determined after 
the two public hearings. The Village Council will 
vote to establish the tax rate for FY2018 and notify 
the Montgomery County Council of said rate on or 
before June 1, 2017, pursuant to Section 66-2 of 
the County Code. A copy of the proposed budget 
is available at the office of the Friendship Heights 
Village Council, 4433 South Park Ave., Chevy 
Chase, MD 20815. Any persons desiring further 
information may call Julian Mansfield, Village 
Manager, 301-656-2797, between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday.

FEDERAL INCOME TAX FORMS AT THE CENTER
Tax forms should be avail-
able at the Center shortly 
for copying and filing with 
the IRS. Normal copying 
charges apply. Call the 
Center at 301-656-2797 
to make sure we have the 
form you need.

Our police statue was 
removed and fully 
restored by the original 
sculptor, J. Seward John- 
son, then reinstalled at 
its familiar location at 
South Park Avenue and 
The Hills Plaza. The 
statue honors James 
McAuliffe, former Mont-
gomery County Chief 
of Police and Village 
resident.
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